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was 30 days from the point that I had had the
conference with them and they had let me go.
Again, I didn't make any attempts to talk to Lela,
I didn't talk to any of the other coworkers. I
honestly thought Lela was part of the reason why I
was fired.

I thought because of that one paper that
was left on the scanner, she had brought that up to
their attention when she found it. I don't think
she was doing it to be malicious, just I found
this, is this what we're supposed to do? She was
still kind of getting her feet wet.

I didn't reach out to anybody. I actually
blocked Lela on social media. I blocked her phone
number. I Jjust didn't want to deal with it
anymore. And then Lela contacted me shortly after
she was terminated, and that's when I kind of
started to see some of what had enfolded after I
left.

Again, 30 days after I left I contacted
Human Resources because I still had not received

any paperwork. I was waiting for my SF-50 so that
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I can update it in USAJOBS to actually start
looking for another government position. And
that's when they advised me that paperwork would be
coming pretty soon with it. I opened up the
package that I got and it was paperwork talking
about the unemployment.

So when I reached back out to find out why
I'm getting paperwork on unemployment when I was
terminated, I didn't quit, and they said, "No, in
the computer it shows that you -- you quit." I
said, "No. I was fired."

So pretty much 30 days had gone by that I
could have collected unemployment while I was
searching, and I wasn't even aware of how it was
listed. So I didn't question it. I got my SF-50
and I just pressed forward with the new jobs.

MR. BROWN: Why didn't you ever approach
anybody about the severance?

FORMER STAFFER A: As far as what, sir?

MR. BROWN: Well, I think you said to us
that the promise was you'd be paid two months of

severance.
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FORMER STAFFER A: Correct.

MR. BROWN: Did you -- did you ever ask
anybody at HR or the Congressman's office where the
severance payment was?

FORMER STAFFER A: No. I -- I received
them as if I was still working, the very last day
of the month.

MR. BROWN: Oh, so you were paid for those
next two months?

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes. I'm sorry. But I
was told it was severance, but I was paid at the
end of the month for the next two months.

MR. BROWN: Okay. So there were -- there
were two months where you were not working in the
Congressman's office?

FORMER STAFFER A: Correct.

MR. BROWN: But you were paid your -- your
full salary for those two months?

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes, sir.

MR. BROWN: Okay.

FORMER STAFFER A: I apologize for any

confusion. But they did deliver it to me as a
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severance package.

MR. BROWN: Understood. It was just that
you -- you didn't ever sign anything?

FORMER STAFFER A: I don't recall. I wish
I knew. I tried looking to see if I had paperwork
with signatures to see if it would kind of spin my
memory up, and I don't. So if I did sign it they
have it.

MR. BROWN: Okay. So it's possible that
you -- you may have signed some sort of severance
agreement, but regardless of whether you signed it
or not there were two months in which you were not
working in the Congressman's office but you were
being paid your full salary?

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes, sir.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Helen, anything else on
the severance?

MS. EISNER: No. I think you can keep
going.

MR. BROWN: Then I'm going to move on to
another topic, unless you had anything else there

that you wanted to touch on, Former Staffer A.
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FORMER STAFFER A: No, sir. I think we
touched on all of it.

MR. BROWN: Okay. It's my understanding
that you witnessed members of Representative
Palazzo's official staff performing personal
errands of some kind for either the Congressman or
his family and that these individuals would have
been doing that during, you know, official work
hours. I'm wondering what you can --

FORMER STAFFER A: Absolutely.

MR. BROWN: -- tell me about that.

FORMER STAFFER A: There was a few
instances -- a few times when TJ Moran would be
driving around, he would pick up the Congressman's
suits. We weren't given all the details on where
TJ was. He was just always out in the field. But
when the Congressman was around, you know, he was
pretty much his driver, his errand boy, whatever he
needed. Shortly after --

MR. BROWN: And when you -- when you say
"errand boy," did you ever witness or did TJ ever

tell you about specific errands that he was doing?

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

20-2124_0446



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Transcript of Former Staffer A

Conducted on July 31, 2020 39

FORMER STAFFER A: He would do the dry
cleaning, he would go to storage a lot to go pick
up stuff from the storage unit. At the time we
weren't going for an election, so it wasn't related
to the election, but stuff had to be taken to
storage or picked up from storage.

MR. BROWN: And the --

FORMER STAFFER A: And those are the --
I'm sorry.

MR. BROWN: Go ahead. ©No, no. You go
ahead.

FORMER STAFFER A: Those were just the
conversations that I would hear. Nothing was ever
directly said to me.

MR. BROWN: When he was going to storage,
I know you said it wasn't for an election, do you
know if he was dropping off items that were of a

personal nature for the Congressman?

FORMER STAFFER A: I was never privy to
that information.
MR. BROWN: Okay. Go ahead.
FORMER STAFFER A: There -- shortly after
PLANET DEPOS
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I got hired on, probably -- I'm trying to think --
maybe May or June, Bridgette and Leslie went out
for about two days getting some supplies for his
children to start camp. They came back with all
the supplies, and they used the conference room to
get everything organized, boxed up, labeled to get
shipped out for his children.

There was many times that they would leave
because they had to go to the river house or --

MR. BROWN: Let me -- let me stop you
there.

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes.

MR. BROWN: And before you get to that,
let me ask you a little bit more about Bridgette
and Leslie.

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes.

MR. BROWN: So you're saying that
Bridgette and Leslie there's a -- there's a two day
period where instead of working in the official

office they're outside of the official office --

FORMER STAFFER A: Shopping.
MR. BROWN: -- during what should be work
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hours --

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes, sir.

MR. BROWN: -- and they are picking up
materials for the Congressman's children who are
going to attend summer camp?

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes, sir.

MR. BROWN: Okay. And then subsequent to

those two -- okay. So there -- there are -- I'll
just -- I'll repeat some of that just in case. But
so Bridgette and Leslie spent two days -- I take it

this is at the start of the summer, collecting
materials for the Congressman's kids who are
getting ready to go off to camp.

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes.

MR. BROWN: And then how long did they
spend in the office in the Congressman's -- in the
conference room getting those materials prepared to
send to camp?

FORMER STAFFER A: The rest of the day.
You know, they would spend the morning pretty much
shopping, come back, bring everything in in the

afternoon that first day. If they had more stuff
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that they had to go get, they would go out and get
more the next day.

Leslie did spend some time in the late
afternoon just checking calls and emails, but the
majority of their time was out of the office
shopping. On the second day, I mean, they spent a
significant time, two to three hours, organizing,
labeling, putting stuff in bags and putting them in
these totes that were going to be shipped out.

MR. BROWN: And you know this because you
saw this?

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes. And I was asking
what all of it was for because I was eating my
lunch in the break room and they had told me it was
for his kids for summer camp. And I had heard
conversations but to actually see what they were
doing.

MR. BROWN: And just to be clear, this is
not -- this is during official work hours?

FORMER STAFFER A: Yes, sir.

MR. BROWN: Okay.

FORMER STAFFER A: I was there.

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

20-2124_0450



EXHIBIT 10

222222222222






EXHIBIT 11

222222222222



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Interview of : OCE Review
FORMER STAFFER B, : 20-2124

Mobile Videoconference Interview of
FORMER STAFFER B
Conducted Virtually
Wednesday, July 29, 2020

10:28 a.m.

Job No.: 310896
Pages 1 through 173

Reported by: Peggy L. Dingle

20-2124_0529



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Former Staffer B
Conducted on July 29, 2020

Mobile videoconference interview of

FORMER STAFFER B, conducted virtually:

Pursuant to agreement, before Peggy L.

Dingle, E-Notary Public of the State of Maryland.
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PROCEEDTING S:
MR. BROWN: This is Jeff Brown with the
Office of Congressional Ethics. With me is my
colleague Helen Eisner. Also with us is our law
clerk Anna Ellison.

We are undertaking a video interview
of Former Staffer B this morning. It 1s about
almost 10:30 a.m. on July 29th, 2020. Former
Staffer B has been given a copy of the False
Statements Warning and signed the Acknowledgement
prior to today's interview.

And with that, we will just jump into
things, Former Staffer B.

FORMER STAFFER B: Yes.

MR. BROWN: It's okay if I call you
Former Staffer B, I assume?

FORMER STAFFER B: Yes, that's fine.

MR. BROWN: So, Former Staffer B,
you —-— you don't work for Representative Palazzo
anymore, but you are currently employed
somewhere?

FORMER STAFFER B: I am not.
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MR. BROWN: You are not. Okay. Let
me ask you, you -- you served in the military.
Are you —-- are you currently active duty?

FORMER STAFFER B: I am not active

duty, no.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Reservist?

FORMER STAFFER B: No.

MR. BROWN: Okay. So you —-- you were
previously on active duty, but -- but no longer?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct.

MR. BROWN: Okay. I should say thank
you for your service.

FORMER STAFFER B: Oh, thank you.

MR. BROWN: You —-- you worked for
Representative Palazzo. What was the -- what was
the time frame in which you worked for him?

FORMER STAFFER B: Of course you asked

me that and I am going to draw a blank.

MR. BROWN: Just -- just roughly.
FORMER STAFFER B: 2000 -- January --
might have been February 2018 to -- it was

February 2018 to January 2019.

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

20-2124_0534



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Former Staffer B
Conducted on July 29, 2020

MR. BROWN: Okay.

FORMER STAFFER B: And those are
estimates. I don't 100 percent know.

MR. BROWN: I am not great with dates
either. So I understand.

FORMER STAFFER B: Okay.

MR. BROWN: Your -- your role, what
was your —-- what was your title when you worked
in Congressman Palazzo's office?

FORMER STAFFER B: I was the Wounded
Warrior Fellow. So I was -- I was a Wounded
Warrior Fellow. So I specifically worked with
military and veteran -- and, actually, when I
first got there I was to shadow another employee
and just kind of assist and put on military
events, but then I completely took over all of
the veteran constituents so -- veteran and
military constituents. So I became the Veteran
Constituent Liaison.

MR. BROWN: Okay. You worked in

the -- you worked on the official side in the
official office. Did you have any role on the
PLANET DEPOS
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Congressman's campaign?

FORMER STAFFER B: I did not.

MR. BROWN: And so fair to say then
your major responsibilities for you were being a
liaison to veterans and sort of being a case
worker for all current military and veteran
affairs?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct.

MR. BROWN: And just tell me, how did
you get hired?

FORMER STAFFER B: I had a friend
contact me and say, Hey, you would be perfect for
this job.

And I was like, Okay.

They said, It's a fellowship. You
should look at it.

So I looked at it. And in the
meantime another person wrote me and said, Hey, I
have talked to people in Congressman Palazzo's
office and told them that you are a voice for
veterans and you are the perfect candidate for

this job and you should email this person, which
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was Michele Gargiulo, who is the District
Director.

And so I did that. And she said, Go
on and complete the U.S.A. Jobs Application. And
I explained to her that I did and I had submitted
it.

And so then she called me and we had a
phone conversation and then we did an in-person
interview, which I thought I was going to meet
with Michele, but I met with Jessica, who was
actually the Veteran Constituent Liaison at that
time, and T.J. Moran, who was the field rep.

So I had my interview with them and
then were told, you know, Hey, if you move to the
next step, we will have an in-person interview.
So then I went to a lunch with all of the local
staff.

And then about two weeks later -- we
kept getting ice storms so it kept getting pushed
back -- I met with the Congressman face to face
in the office. And there were several other

people that were supposed to be interviewed, but
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he told Michele right on the spot that he wanted
to hire me and start me that day.

MR. BROWN: Okay. And who was your --
who did you directly report to in the office?

FORMER STAFFER B: Michele.

MR. BROWN: Michele. Okay. And you
worked out of the Biloxi office originally and
then the Gulfport office?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct. I was -—--
actually, when I was hired -- and -- and I said
Michele, but, technically, Anita Bourn out of the
Hattiesburg office is who I was supposed to
directly report to because she is over all of
constituent services, but it was more Michele
because I ended up doing a lot of the projects.

MR. BROWN: Okay.

FORMER STAFFER B: But, yes, I
started in the Biloxi office. And when I was
hired I was supposed to start -- I chose to go to
Biloxi and then go to the Pascagoula office three
days a week, but that never happened, so...

MR. BROWN: So you worked out of
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Biloxi originally alongside Michele and then
Gulfport later when the offices moved to
Gulfport?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct.

MR. BROWN: You are a Wounded Warrior
Fellow, but you work in Congressman Palazzo's
office. Explain to me how that works.

FORMER STAFFER B: Okay. So I was —--
so my understanding, and it's still very
confusing, I was -- all my interview process was
with the direct office, Congressman Palazzo's,
but for paperwork purposes and paper purposes I
was employed by Chief Administrative Offices and
I -—- I had two program liaisons that were over me
that I would check in with. I would, you know,
submit my mileage, if I had issues, i1f I needed
business cards, I would report to them and check
in with them. But other than that, day-to-day it
was —-- go ahead. Sorry.

MR. BROWN: And I was just going to
say that's Mac Tolar and Solomon Jennings are the

two individuals you just referred to?
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FORMER STAFFER B: Yes.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Sorry.

FORMER STAFFER B: That's okay.

That's it. I mean, that's -- that's the best I
can explain it.

MR. BROWN: Okay. So the hiring
process occurs through the Congressman's office,
all the interviews are with folks in the
Congressman's office, but you are sort of in some
ways checking in with the staff at the Wounded
Warrior Fellowship?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct.

MR. BROWN: Is that -- is -- your
contact with the Wounded Warrior Fellowship
employees Mac and Solomon, is that formal in any
way or is that sort of more of an informal
connection?

FORMER STAFFER B: I think it's really
just, you know, they are there to support you,
but day-to-day it's, you know, you really need to
work with the people that you are working

directly with. They are kind of there if some
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issues do arise.

Like, I know one time I was venting to
them. They -- you know, there have been
officials where they have told me, Hey, this is
official, and but it's, I mean, a lot of email
exchange, a lot of text message exchange. Very
rarely do you ever get them on the phone. So I
guess that's kind of --

MR. BROWN: I gather that they run an
extensive program in which they place a large
number of veterans and then they are sort of
there as a support network for those vets,
veterans?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct, that's
exactly 1t.

MR. BROWN: Having gotten some of
those preliminaries out of the way, you know,
Just a little bit more about your background. I
would like to jump in to some more specific
issues and the one place I want to start, because
it sounds like it might be a good place to start,

is why did you end up leaving the Congressman's
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office?

FORMER STAFFER B: I was terminated.
So I was actually at home with my son, who was
sick. He had a hundred and -- it's been over a
year. So I think it was over a hundred and
(inaudible) --

THE COURT REPORTER: Excuse me.

(Thereupon, a brief off-the-record
discussion occurred, and the interview continued
as follows:)

MR. BROWN: So, Former Staffer B, you
were saying you were terminated and you got a
phone call when your son had a fever.

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct. So I was
home. It's kind of a weird story, but I was -- I
had arranged a veterans' Claims Clinic and I had
set up where the Jackson VBA, so the Veterans'
Benefit Administration, was going to come down to
Pascagoula and I had got the Elk's Lodge and we
were going to help veterans with their claims --
one-day claims processing. And then I had

arranged for nonprofit organizations, as well as
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the VA Medical Center, to be there to set up and
help veterans any way that they could.

So my son was sick and I told Michele
I was going to try to get somebody to watch him.
And she said, Can you have a phone call at, I
believe it was, 10:00 o'clock.

And I said, Yes. So at 9:58 I said,
Am I calling you or are you calling me? And
before I could even push send, my phone rang and
it was Michele. And Michele asked how my son was
and I told her.

And then immediately Mac came on the
line and told me that I was terminated and it was
effective that day but that, you know, there
could be a severance package offered. And, of
course, I became upset because I knew where this
was coming from.

And so I became upset, plus my child
was screaming and crying in the background, and I
I told them, I said, I can't even hear this
conversation. And they told me it was based off

an email that I had sent to a stakeholder. And,
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you know, I said, What stakeholder? I asked
questions.

And Mac told me, Listen, there is
nothing you can say or do. Your best bet is to
stay quiet.

And, you know, I ended up hanging up
the call because I couldn't hear, I had my child
was screaming and I was very —- you know, very
upset because I worked my tail off in that office
and it's still very, very emotional.

Those veterans were like my children.
You know, I had over 300 cases. I had Vietnam
veterans that wouldn't open up to their family
that would come in and sit down and talk to me
and I connected with those veterans. I cared
about those veterans and I took care of them.

And, you know, to have them stripped
from me and never be able to make contact with
them or make sure that they were taken care of
was just -- I was so shocked. And so I did; I
became emotional.

You know, and I tried to talk to Mac
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and say -- and he told me he was in the office,
that he was in the Gulfport office and then,
actually, he had been in town a week ago to do
this. And so he said, You know, there is nothing
you can do. And that's how I was terminated.

MR. BROWN: Okay. I think what I
would like to do -- that was a really helpful
explanation. I understand, you know, when you
said you knew where it was coming from that, you
know, you said to us in some prior communications
that you think it -- this all resulted from your
speaking up about a special favor that the
Congressman was seeking from the Secretary of
Navy.

So if it's okay with you, what I would
like to do is just unpack some of what you just
said and maybe we can walk through it step by
step sort of in line with some of the materials
that you sent us. Would that be all right?

FORMER STAFFER B: Yes.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Before I do that,

the one thing I want to ask you is, you know,

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

20-2124_0545




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Former Staffer B
Conducted on July 29, 2020

18

generally in your emails you refer to a RE Code.
That's a Re-enlistment Code, right?

FORMER STAFFER B: (Former Staffer B
nodded.)

MR. BROWN: Okay. And, you know, just
generally I am hoping you can spend a minute or
so talking about how one is assigned a -- did you
say an RE Code or Re-enlistment Code?

FORMER STAFFER B: It's an RE Code.

MR. BROWN: Okay.

FORMER STAFFER B: And it's based off
of —-- it's actually based off of the Regulation
and, obviously, the U.S. Code, but it's -- it's
based off of their reasoning in your
characterization of your service. So I was a
military paralegal. So that's what I did. I did
separations.

But an RE Code is assigned based off
of your service or if you had honorable service
and if they would ever want you or you would ever
be eligible to come back in the Service.

So somebody that, you know, is --
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reached their ATS date -- I don't know if you
know what that is, but that's their expiration
term of service. So i1if they have reached that,
they are going to be able to come back in no
problem. They have had honorable service.

Somebody that has been kicked out for
things like fraudulent enlistment or drug use,
they are going to have an RE Code that either --
I can't -- because my mind is a little -- I am
going to be honest, I am a little nervous and I
am a little overwhelmed with all of this, but
there are certain RE Codes that you can get a
waiver. So I think it's a two. I don't
remember, to be honest with you. But certain RE
Codes you can get a wailiver.

And what that is is you go to their
recruiter and you -- you know, you ask for, Hey,
I require a waiver; can you go forward? And some
they require, like, a medical and some they
require, you know, that they prove that they have
gone through drug rehab.

The RE Code that Kyle Palazzo had is
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non-waiverable. It is we don't want you in the
Service; you are not welcome in the Service ever
again.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Let me -- let me
stop you for one second. You know, I have looked
online and it looks like the -- the Navy has an
entire -- you know, there is the Naval Discharge
Review Board website that outlines this process.
That's the place you would be looking to

understand how this process works and it sort of

out -- outlines all the steps that you, on behalf
of Kyle, would have needed to -- to go through in
order to -- to —-- to try and get that RE Code
adjusted?

FORMER STAFFER B: Yes and no. It's
kind of -- so I hate to be so detailed because I
know you really all don't want to spend millions
of hours on the phone, but I kind of need to
explain.

So an RE Code, your Re-entry Code, you
can't just ask the Navy, hey, change my RE Code,

unless you are Congressman Palazzo. But, okay,
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so by law and by Regulation, you cannot ask the
Navy to change your -- to up your RE Code so that
you are waiverable. You cannot do it.

What you have to do is prove that the
way that you got your Code. For Kyle's -- for
Kyle's situation he was given a fraudulent
enlistment. Okay? So that's what he was
separated under was fraudulent enlistment.

What they would have had to do is
argue that because he was a brand new individual
into the Navy he should have been given -- he
could have been given or should have been given
an entry-level separation. Instead of banning
him for service altogether, they could have given
him an entry-level separation, given him the
opportunity to rehabilitate and have the chance
to serve again. That's to show that there was
unjust reasoning and that there was clerical
error in the separation that he was given. Once
they can get that changed, then they can request
the RE Code to be changed.

I know that's very confusing. I
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probably just confused you.

MR. BROWN: No, no, that's okay. I --
I -- I -- you know, I spent some time on the
Naval Discharge Review Board site and it -- it --
it outlines a pretty detailed process by which
you go about doing these things.

So I -- I guess the only thing I
wanted to confirm was that is -- you know that --
that website and that eligibility process, those
are the sorts of things that you would be looking
at when you are trying to assist Kyle or any
other vet -- veteran that's trying to do this
sort of stuff?

FORMER STAFFER B: Correct.

MR. BROWN: Okay. With that out of
the way, let me -- let's -- let's dive into
the -- the situation with Kyle. And so how did
you first become aware of or come to assist Kyle
with his Re-enlistment Code issues?

A The Congressman came into my office
and said, Can you come here? I went into his

office and there was a young man sitting there

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

20-2124_0550






